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Speaker bio: Glenda Kruss, PhD 

Kruss, Glenda, PhD, is a chief research specialist in the Education, Science and Skills Development 
research programme, at the Human Science Research Council (HSRC), South Africa. She was 
previously an associate professor in the Faculty of Education at the University of the Western Cape, 
South Africa.  

Her research over the past five years at the HSRC has focused on higher education, exploring the 
nature of private provision, the issue of responsiveness to economic and social needs, and the 
contribution to human resources development strategies. This new research path led to a focus on 
higher education in relation to the national science and technology system, research and innovation 
policy, and national and regional development, with a specific focus on higher education‐industry 
linkages.  

Her publications include two books, Financial or Intellectual Imperatives: Working partnerships in 
higher education, industry and innovation, and Chasing Credentials or Mobility: Private Higher 
Education in South Africa. She has recently completed a study of university‐industry linkages in sub‐
Saharan Africa, comparing conditions in South Africa, Uganda and Nigeria and is extending her work 
to consider university interaction with social partners other than firms, particularly in low‐income 
contexts.  

 


