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Speaker bio: Stephen McGurk, PhD 

McGurk, Stephen, PhD, is a development economist who has spent more than two decades studying 
China, Southeast Asia, and South Asia. As Regional Director for South Asia and China for IDRC, he 
leads an active program of research in a diverse region. Projects have ranged from helping 
Afghanistan rebuild its health and agriculture sectors, to supporting India’s rollout of mobile 
communication technology and the Internet to 600,000 villages. Before joining IDRC, McGurk was 
the program officer for the Ford Foundation’s economic security program in China. He also worked 
for eight years as a consultant and economist for the World Bank. 

 


