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Speaker bio: Veena Ravichandran, PhD 

Ravichandran, Veena, PhD, is a Senior Program Officer with IDRC’s Innovation, Technology and 
Society (ITS) program initiative. She is responsible for the South Asia regional programming and 
thematic global programming on gender and innovation as well as intellectual property laws and 
innovation in developing countries. Her primary programming work is on supporting research on 
developing country innovation systems that address poverty alleviation and social goals and on 
finding southern perspectives to the concept of innovation systems.  

Prior to IDRC, she was Principal Scientific Officer at the International Council for Science, 
www.icsu.org  with the erstwhile Committee on Science and Technology in Developing Countries, 
COSTED.  She worked globally with developing countries in strengthening their science and 
technology policy capacity for development and innovation. She was also involved in providing 
strategic advice to ICSU on the special needs of developing country science, technology and 
innovation systems. She has been a consultant to the European Commission on their expert 
evaluation panel during 2000‐06. She has served as a consultant to LEAD (Leadership for 
Environment and Development) International, www.lead.org, on food security and with the 
Academy of Sciences in developing countries, TWAS, www.twas.org, in strengthening research 
capacity and south‐south collaborations in science and technology. She holds a Doctorate in 
Biophysics from the University of Madras, India, and a Diploma in Technology Management from the 
United States International University at San Diego, US.  She is a fellow of LEAD and a recipient of a 
prestigious award from the provincial government of Andhra Pradesh in India for her work in 
connecting science and technology with development in India.   

 


