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Speaker bio: Kentaro Toyama, PhD

Toyama, Kentaro, PhD, is the Assistant Managing Director of Microsoft Research India and Head of
the Technology for Emerging Markets Research Group which does both observational and
interventionist ICT4D research. He is a co-founder of the IEEE/ACM International Conference on
Information and Communication Technologies and Development (ICTD). Before moving to India,
Toyama spent seven years in MSR Redmond, Washington, USA, and in Cambridge, UK, working on
computer vision, multimedia and geographic information systems. During the autumn of 2002, he
took personal leave from Microsoft to teach mathematics at Ashesi University in Ghana. Toyama
graduated from Yale with a PhD in Computer Science and from Harvard with a bachelor’s degree in
physics.
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