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Lord Ganesh | Remover of Obstacles
The chubby, gentle, wise, elephant-headed Ganesh, Ganesha, Sriganesh, Ganapati, Vinaya-
ka, Pillaiyar or simply Lord G, is perhaps the most popular deity in the Hindu pantheon.  He 
is the remover of obstacles, the deity first worshipped upon entering a temple.  Ganesh is 
usually shown in sculpture accompanied by, or riding, a rat, actually a large 3kg bandi-
coot rat (pandhikoku), though some modern representations show a mouse. Both the ele-
phant and the bandicoot rat are nimble, intelligent and cannot be stopped by any obstacle.  

Ganesh was worshipped by merchants throughout the Bay of Bengal region since around the 
10th Century after Buddhism’s role among this group declined.  As a result, Ganesh is worshipped 
throughout Asia and across religions. For example, in Thailand, Ganesh is worshipped as “Phra 
Phikanet” (พระพิฆเณศ) or “Phra Phikhanesuan” (พระพิฆเนศวร์) as the deity of accomplishments and 
the remover of obstacles. There are old Phra Phikanet images across Thailand, including a 10th 
Century bronze image found at Phang-Na.  In Thailand, he is honored with sweets and fruits 
when business is good.  

LIRNEasia is about removing obstacles.  Our mission statement refers to the need to reform 

laws, policies and regulations to enable the use of ICTs; implying that the unreformed laws, etc., 

are obstacles.  ‘Policy and regulatory roadblocks’ was part of the title of our 2008 book.  Lord 

Ganesh is the symbol of intelligence and nimbleness.  He is the remover of obstacles.  Through 

our research, capacity-building and dissemination activities, we hope to epitomize this ancient, 

Pan-Asian sacred symbol.
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Our Mission
To improve the lives of the people of the emerging Asia-Pacific by facilitating their use of ICTs and related 

infrastructures; by catalyzing the reform of laws, policies and regulations to enable those uses through the 

conduct of policy-relevant research, training and advocacy with emphasis on building in-situ expertise
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