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Job Description: Big Data Systems Administrator  

 

LIRNEasia (www.lirneasia.net) is a policy and regulation think tank based in Colombo but working 

across South Asia, South East Asia and the Pacific Islands.  We generate and disseminate actionable 

knowledge using Big Data analytics for public policy. As such the audiences for our work involves 

government, private sector stakeholders as well as media.  The work involves the use of mobile 

network big data to generate insights on mobility, connectedness and consumption for the 

population of Sri Lanka (and other countries in the near future). The insights from this research are 

intended inform multiple public policy domains. Our collaborators include WSO2 as well as 

researchers and professors from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the University of 

Washington, Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Moratuwa.  

LIRNEasia is currently looking for a system administrator for its technology platforms who also has 

an interest in data analytics.  

The position is full-time till March 2017 with potential extensions.   

 

Responsibilities 

 Manage the Hadoop eco-system, including, monitoring, scale up/out, performance tuning and 

infrastructure planning, installing and configuring new Hadoop clusters in Sri Lanka and 

potentially in other countries in the region.  

 Work closely with the research team and collaborators that are based across the globe   

 Manage Github and Confluence systems. 

 Provide technical support in collecting, cleaning, organizing, managing and analyzing data 

 Assist with the large-scale analysis using Big Data tools 

 

Required Qualifications 

 At a minimum a B.Sc.  in computer engineering, systems engineering, information technology 

and/or electrical engineering with a focus in computer programming 

 Academic excellence, as evidenced through a minimum second class lower grading for the 

degree or a GPA higher than 3.0 out of 4.0 

 Minimum of 2 year prior experience in a similar capacity 

 A solid background in Linux or Unix like operating system. Should be able to install/ configure/ 

monitor Debian based operating systems (especially Ubuntu). 

 Good knowledge and demonstrable experience of Hadoop and related technologies with the 

ability to write and optimize Hadoop jobs. 
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 Highly competent in hardware technologies with the ability to upgrade and troubleshoot existing 

hardware infrastructure.  

 Knowledgeable of the basics of network management with the ability to plan, design and 

monitor a network 

 Ability to learn new big data related technologies quickly and show excellent systematic 

reasoning skills 

 Scripting knowledge in bash would be helpful to perform day-to-day operations. 

 Ability to clean and validate data using Unix tools (cat, awk, sed, sort, uniq, grep, regex) 

 

 

What we offer 

In addition to a competitive, remuneration package (comparable to the top private sector firms), the 

position will enable the motivated employee to take advantage of a work environment highly 

conducive towards conducting cutting-edge research in computational data science and applying 

them to real world problems. The chosen employee will have bragging rights for setting up big data 

platforms in multiple countries targeting the creation of insights for social and economic 

development of developing countries. Furthermore this position affords the opportunity to work 

along side researchers and software developers of international repute.  

 

How to apply 

Submit a detailed CV (no more than four pages), phone/email contacts of two non-related 

references who can speak to relevant experience/abilities, to BigData-HR@lirneasia.net by 1st 

December 2014 or earlier. The subject of the email should be: Big Data System Administrator - 

YOURNAME (where “YOURNAME” should be replaced with your given name and surname name; e.g. 

“Big Data System Adminstrator – John Smith”).  

Due to the high volume of applications expected, please follow application instructions carefully so 

that we do not ignore your application. Only candidates who are selected for a first round interview 

will have their applications acknowledged and contacted. 
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