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Report on activities done on 16 th June, 2009

Real-Time Biosurveillance program, Pilot

Pubudini Weerakoon, Coordinator/Research Assistant, Sarvodaya

June 16, 2009

Prof. Gorden Gow , Mr. Nuwan Waidyanatha (Director –RTBP) and Mr. P.V. Ariyawansa(District 
coordinator) visited the MOH office Kuliyapitiya and met the MOH Dr.Reshan Amarasekara  and 
PHI  Mr.M.D.Premadasa  .The  main  focus  was  to  get  familiar  with  the  current  disease 
surveillance  and notification system of Sri Lanka.

At that moment Dr.Amarasekara pointed out the following methods adopted in Sri Lanka.

The  forms  used  to  surveillance  and  notification  in  their  routine  H544,  H411,  H411A,  are 
attached herewith. (Figure: 1, 2, 3, 4)

The MOH also pointed out  that  there is  a special  form called  “case investigation  form” for 
special 6 diseases that should filled by the PHI. (Figure: 5,6)

Also for tuberculosis there is a special form called 816 B that has to be filled and sent.
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Figure 1: Form 544
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Figure 2 : Form 544

Figure 3 :Form H 411
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Figure 4 : Form H411 A
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Figure 5: Special investigation Form



7

Figure 6 : Special Investigation Form
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The  Mr.  Amarasekera  emphasized  that  there  are  18  MOH  divisions  in  the 
Kurunagala District and  only about 70 % of this forms reached the epidemiology 
unit in due time, so there is a latency in sending these reports.

As regards the H1N1 (Swine Fever) disease the air-port health authority has a 
special form for immigrants.  The immigrant should fill this relevant form and the 
air-port PHI will send these forms within 1 week to the relevant MOH area where 
the immigrant will be residing.

In the afternoon session Pro. Gorden Gow and Mr. Nuwan  Waidyanatha  met 
the  16  volunteers  attached  to  RTBP  Kurunegala  District  and  had  a  friendly 
discussion. 

The main topics discussed were 

• Volunteers  requested  that  the  Health  Survey  data  base  should  be 
updated with the main diseases that occurred in Kurunegala District. 

• Also they requested due to their  lack of knowledge of English that the 
Health Survey should be more concise to include a drop down menu of 
the symptoms.

• Without sending the daily reports, the volunteers have adopted a wrong 
method in sending one report for all patients suffering from a one disease. 
But in the monthly journal they have included the relevant information. 
This was explained to the volunteers and clarification was given.

• It was appreciated that the way that monthly journal was prepared by 
the volunteers.

• It was also decided that the Health Survey data base should be updated 
by 25 th of June. 


