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Our mission

To improve the lives of the people of the emerging Asia-Pacific by facilitating 

their use of ICTs and related infrastructures; by catalyzing the reform of 

laws, policies and regulations to enable those uses through the conduct of 

policy-relevant research, training and advocacy with emphasis on building 

in-situ expertise
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LIRNEasia is a think tank active in 11 countries of Asia & the South Pacific.

Its principal funding comes from the International Development Research

Centre of Canada & UK Aid.



Innovation for inclusive development:  

2010-12 research program

• Inclusive development occurs when 

– the necessary condition of high, sustained growth 
above 7 percent year-on-year 

– the sufficient condition of a majority of the 
country’s work force being engaged in high-country’s work force being engaged in high-
growth sectors are satisfied 

• Innovations we seek to identify:

– Those that contribute to bringing more of the 
work force into high-growth activities

• ICTs as complements; rather than “silver bullets”



Agriculture in South Asia – lowest share of GDP 

but often highest share of labor

Bangladesh (%) India (%) Pakistan (%) Sri Lanka (%)

Share of 

GDP

(2009)

Agriculture 19 18 22  12

Industry 29 27  24 30 

Services 52 55 54  58 

Share of Agriculture 48.1 (2005) 52 (2008) 44(2007) 32 (2007)

• By 2009, the Agriculture sector’s contribution as a % share of 

the GDP was about 18% in South Asia (World Bank, 2011)

Share of 

labour

(year)

Agriculture 48.1 (2005) 52 (2008) 44(2007) 32 (2007)

Industry 14.5 (2005) N/a 21 (2007) 28 (2007)

Services 37.4 (2005) N/a 35 (2007) 40 (2007)
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Most agriculture producers are smallholders

Bangladesh 

(2005)

India 

(2002)

Sri Lanka 

(2002)

Thailand

(2003)

Average land 

holding size (ha)

0.6 1.3 0.83 3.2

Percentage of 

smallholdings

88.5%

(<=1 ha)

81.8%

(<= 2ha)

70.5%

(<2ha)

64.5%

(<=3.2ha)

• Smallholders are unable to deliver the required quantities at acceptable 

levels of quality at predictable prices because of their:

– Weak market orientation which leads to sub-optimal crop mix since they are 

unaware of what is needed & when

– Inability to invest in quality and regular supply because of limited agricultural 

know-how and weak incentives 

– Inability to use crops as collateral for working-capital loans (either pre harvest, 

i.e., forward contracts or post-harvest, i.e., warehouse financing) to improve 

productivity and/or smoothen their incomes



Research on inclusive knowledge-

based economies  2010-12

• Seeks to understand smallholders’ terms of 
integration to export-oriented agricultural supply 
chains in 

– Bangladesh (Jute & Potato)

– India (Mango & Pomegranate) – India (Mango & Pomegranate) 

– Sri Lanka (Pineapple & Rubber)

– Thailand (Meta analysis of existing studies)

• Explicitly focused on inclusion but also efficiency

• Field work completed; synthesis paper ongoing; 
communication campaigns underway









Some problems faced by smallholders, 

and possible solutions . . .  

• Findings of the potato supply chains study

– Khairul Islam will talk about some of issues 
identified particularly pertaining to the 
smallholders  of the potato supply chain and 
possible solutions possible solutions 

• Results of a non-representative micro 
enterprise survey

– Nilusha Kapugama will share some of the findings 
of a non representative grower and non-grower 
survey on information needs and the use of ICTs. 



Some problems faced by smallholders, 

and possible solutions . . .

• Smallholder Quality Penalty in value chains

– Harsha de Silva will speak about the problem 

faced by smallholders in ascertaining the quality 

of their produce and possible solutionsof their produce and possible solutions


