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Information session — FutureWORKS Asia Cycle 2

An online information session for the FutureWORKS Asia Cycle 2 Call for Papers (CFP)
was held on 30th June 2025 via Zoom, with the aim of clarifying key details and answering
questions from prospective applicants. The session provided participants with an
overview of the objectives, priorities, and eligibility requirements of the call, while also
offering space for live interaction with the FutureWORKS Asia hub team. This session was
designed to ensure that interested researchers and organizations had the necessary
information and guidance to develop strong, contextually relevant proposals that align
with the overall vision of the FutureWORKS Asia initiative.

The second Cycle of the FutureWORKS Asia Call for Papers prioritizes solution-oriented
research that addresses labour market challenges in Low or Lower-Middle-Income
Country (L-LMIC) Asian countries, with a strong focus on policy relevance and actionable
outcomes. Proposals should explore what has worked (or not) in practice, promote
scalable solutions, engage key stakeholders, and integrate gender, equity, and inclusion
considerations, while linking to at least two of the three major trends shaping the future
of work in the region.

The following are questions asked, and answers given during the question and answer
segment of the information session for the FutureWORKS Asia Call for Proposals — Cycle
2.

1. Eligibility of Applicants
1.1. Who is eligible to apply as the lead institution?

Only organizations formally registered in an eligible Asian Low- or Lower-Middle-Income
Country (L-LMIC) countries mentioned can apply as lead institutions. See the list in the
CFP for eligible countries.

However there may be instances in the case of multi-country projects where the lead
institution is not in an eligible country, in this case, (1) this must be a multi-country
project; (2) the majority of funds must be spent in an eligible country; (3) the applicant
should clearly demonstrate sufficient expertise, experience, and meaningful policy
engagement in the L-LMIC study country or countries. (towards the FutrureWORKS Asia
objective of building in-situ Global South policy research network)
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1.2. Can research be conducted on subject or policies in non-eligible countries?

This is allowable in the context of a multi-country study, provided that an eligible
country remains the core focus of the project. A non-eligible country may be included
for specific reasons with a strong justification. For example:

a) Studying a significant population of migrant workers from a L-LMIC country who are
working in an Upper-lIncome Country (UIC), to inform policy in their country of origin.

b) Examining a policy or solution implemented in a non-eligible country to assess its
relevance or adaptability for an eligible country.

c) Comparing policy outcomes in a recently transitioned country that shares similar
socio-economic or policy contexts with an eligible country.

1.3. Can Indian organizations either apply as the lead applicant or be a partnerin a
proposal led by an organization from (a) another Asian L-LMIC, (b) an L-LMIC
outside of the Asian region, or (c) a non-L-LMIC country (e.g., USA, Singapore)?

No. Indian organizations are not eligible to receive any funds under this grant. (Given
current challenges that restrict the ability of research institutions based in India to
receive foreign funds)

1.4. Can Indian researchers be included (to carry out research on India) on a
proposal led by an organization in (a) another eligible Asian L-LMIC (b) a non-
eligible country (e.g., USA, Peru, Singapore)?

Another eligible Asian L-LMIC : Yes, if the proposal is for a a multi-country project that
includes India as one of the countries. However, it must be clearly demonstrated that
significant and meaningful research will also be conducted in all countries included in
the proposal—not just India.
A non-eligible country: Subject to the response to Question 1.1 - yes, if the proposalis a
multi-country project that includes India as one of the countries. However, it must be
clearly demonstrated that significant and meaningful research will also be conducted in
all countries included in the proposal—not just India. Further, it should be shown that:

I.  Thereis noviable partner organization in an eligible Asian L-LMIC with the

necessary experience and capabilities.
.  Thevast majority of the funds are spent within the eligible Asian L-LMIC(s)
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1.5. In light of question 1.3, can Indian researchers be listed as key personnel (e.g.,
Co-Investigators or Co-Principal Investigators) in the project?

Yes, Indian researchers may be included as key personnel, including as Co-
Investigators or Co-Principal Investigators. However, they cannot be the only personnel
listed on the project. The lead applicant (an eligible institution) must demonstrate
sufficient expertise, experience, and meaningful policy engagement in the other study
country or countries. Proposals that use an eligible institution merely as a front for
India-based research will not be considered eligible.

1.6. Can a university in Afghanistan apply?

Yes (though please note overhead expenses are capped at 13% of the budget; in some
countries, universities take over 40% overhead; which is why we mention this).

1.7. Can South Sudan-based institutions apply?

No, they fall under a different regional hub administered by the University of Beirut
(SWANA). Applicants from those countries should follow relevant regional calls.

2. Organizational Type and Structure

2.1. Are both non-profits and for-profit organizations eligible?
Yes. For-profit entities are eligible as long as:

1. Their business is not a product or service targeted at workers as their customers
(e.g., online job portal, recruitment agencies, etc.)

2. Their mission aligns with the priorities of the call and they can demonstrate relevant
past work with social impact.

2.2. Are newly established organizations eligible?

They may apply, but their organizational experience will be assessed separately from
individual experience in the review process. Further, all applicants must have three
years of audited financial statements.
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2.3. Can social enterprises be part of a consortium?

Yes, as long as they have a credible track record and mission aligned with the call’s
priorities, and have a concrete role to play.

3. Partnerships and Collaborations

3.1. Can we apply as a collective or platform of organizations?

Yes, but one organization must be designated as the lead applicant and will enter into
the contract with LIRNEasia, undergo financial due diligence, and be responsible for
project implementation.

3.2. Are partner institutions required to submit all annexes (e.g., Annexes 5, 6, and
7)?

No. Only lead institutions are required to submit these annexes. Additional
documentation may be requested during due diligence if needed.

4. Research Scope and Themes

4.1. Can proposals include multi-country studies or big datasets?

Yes, multi-country studies and data-driven research are welcome, as long as the focus
of the analysis and policy influence is on eligible Asian L-LMICs and aligned with the
themes of the CFP.

4.2. How does the grant address inclusion and diversity?

GEl is a central focus of this call. Proposals that include or benefit underrepresented
groups (e.g., women, persons with disabilities, etc.) will be prioritised. Inclusion can be
reflected in study focus, team composition, or project beneficiaries. Refer to the Call for
Proposals for further details.

4.3. Can the grant support projects involving garment workers or similar
communities?

Yes, but proposals must focus on research and policy influence. Funding cannot be
used solely for training or service delivery.
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4.4. Are capacity building programs eligible under the CFP?

Capacity-building initiatives are eligible if they are developed through consultative
processes, include clear plans for piloting or adoption, and contribute to policy
influence. Standalone training programs without a research or policy link will not be
funded.

5. Proposal Requirements and Definitions

5.1. Canindividuals apply directly?

No. Applications must be submitted by eligible institutions. Individual researchers can
participate as part of the team but cannot apply independently.

5.2. What is expected under the 'Theory of Change'section in the proposal?

The Theory of Change should clearly explain how your planned activities will lead to the
desired outcomes. It is not a space to list academic theories but rather a logical
framework linking inputs to impact.

6. Application Rules and Process

6.1. Can an institute apply for more than one of the three grant types mentioned in
the Call for Proposals?

Yes, an institution may apply for more than one grant type. However, separate proposals
must be submitted for each grant type. Please do hot combine.

Additional note on eligible countries:

The larger objective of the FutureWORKS Asia network is to conduct relevant in-context
research, build local capacity and have policy impact within those eligible (low and lower-
middle income) countries in Asia. Therefore proposals (even if they meet other technical
criteria) will not be considered where large proportions of the funds go to institutions
and/or researchers who are not based in the countries themselves, or there is little
evidence of capability to translate research to policy in the local policy ecosystem, or
project team members are not situated in the local research-policy ecosystem.

Therefore, in selection, we will consider where the geographic focus of the research is,
where the majority of funds will be spent, where the research/policy influence capacity
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will be built and where the most potential for policy impact is. This is in addition to the
factors mentioned in the evaluation criteria.

For further questions, please direct them to the official FutureWORKS Asia email:
futureworks@lirneasia.net
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